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Sir: 



COMMENTS ON EXAMINER'S REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

In response to the Statement of Reasons for Allowance dated September 30, 2004, 
Applicants submit the following comments. 

While Applicants agree that the claims are patentable, Applicants do not believe 
that the Statement of Reasons for Allowance in this case is proper under 37 C.F.R. § 
1.104(e) and M.P.E.P 1302.14. For example, the Examiner recites features which may 
either be disclosed in the specification or follow naturally therefrom but are not expressly 
incorporated in the claims and accordingly should not be permitted to restrict the claimed 
invention. Further, while applicants believe that the claims are allowable and patentably 
distinguish over the prior art, applicants do not acquiesce that patentability resides in each 
feature, exactly as expressed in the claims, nor that each and every feature is required for 
patentability. Applicants submit that patentability is based on the claimed invention as a 
whole, and not solely on one or more particular features recited in the allowed claims. 
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